INTRODUCTION.
THOUGH // Midsummer-Niyhfs Dream was first printed Da in 1GOO, it is mentioned, two years earlier in Meres' Pk IWladis Tamia, and was probably written some time between 1592 and 1594. Titania's description of the disturbed weather, caused by Oberon's quarrel with her and the consequent neglect of the fairy rites, has been conjectured to bu an allusion to the tempests and heavy rains with which England was visited during the latter of these two dates. But the circumstances related do not tally so closely with the actual events as to make the conjecture at all certain. That the play belonged to the earlier period of Shakespeare's dramatic career would be evident though we had no mention of its first publication, and the precise date of composition is not a matter of any real importance. In regard to the purpose of the play, it has been supposed to have been intended as a masque to be performed at the marriage of some noble person, possibly that of Southampton with Elizabeth. Vernon, or that of Essex with Lady Sidney. Of course, if either marriage could be proved to bo the occasion of the play, we should have a fixed date for its com position; but here again we have nothing more, trustworthy than inferences capable of diverse application.